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NOT Every Bold Deed in

Army and Navy Merits
a Medal.Distinction Made
in Quality of Heroism Displayedand Rewards Given in
Proportion.Various Medals
Used by Uncle Sam.Recent
Recipients and the Deeds for
Which They Were Honored.

fcKt, ana tnere in

0all over the land
and on the decks
of United States
battleships on the
high seas may be
found boys in blue

their bosoms the
commendation of

serve In the form
of gold, silver and bronze testimonials of
their valor. What the Victoria cross is
to the Englishman, the emblem of the
Order of St. Andrew to the Russian or

the Black Eagle to the Prussian these
medals for bravery from the War and
Navy departments are to the jack tars
and the enlisted men who wear them, for
they have won them by courageous deeds
in both war and peace, and In most instanceshave received such official rewardsof their heroism in the presence
of the nation's chief executive and his
cabinet.
In all not more tharbsome five hundredoddsoldiers and sailors have been so

signally nonorea out or tne enure nationaldefense. But few of these medals
have been presented recently, for Uncle
Sam is chary indeed of honoring where
such an honor is not unquestionably due.
Fven then, however, he decorates with

several distinctions. First comes the lifepa\ingmedal in both army and navy, in
two grades, according to the heroism and
danger of the rescue.a gold and a silverone. Then the medal of honor, of
bronze, a "letter of commendation" in
the navy and a "certificate of merit" in ,
the army, each being awarded In proportionto the peril involved in the earning
of them. 1

To win one of these decorations is by
no means easy, even if there be no questionof the heroism involved. One or j
more eye-witnesses must send in sworn

Statements of the deed as he himself saw
t enacted. Further, a recommendation
must be forwarded to the department by
the officer commanding the company or
the captain of the ship. The merits of 1
the case are then considered by the department.If approved, an order is is-
sued for the medal to be struck oft and
properly engraved.

A j
Life-saving medals have been awarded j

since 1874 and are given not only to en- '

listed men in both the army and the J
--- navy, bat In rare lnstanoes to civilians A

ha well, who perform heroic rescues. In j
.he army the presentation of a medal is t
made by the commanding officer at raus- t
ter, ana In the navy before the entire i
{hip's crew by the officer In command. t
In oases of unusual merit the recipient t
summoned to Washington and Is deco- ]

fated toy the President or the Secretary
Df the department under whom he serves. ]
In September of the past year six 1

pallors won fame In the same disaster. ]
August Holtz, Harry Lipscomb, Patrick <

Raid. Charles C. Roberts. Thomas Stan- i
ton and Karl "VVesta. Under the constructionof the law they "displayed extraordinaryheroism In the line of their
profession." They were on board the
U. S. S. North Dakota, when, on September8. 1910, three men were killed
and several injured in a fire which threatenedthe life of the entire crew and the
safety of the vessel. The Atlantic fleet
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SVERT one who J
has attempted to ]
establish or main- 1
tain a lawn in the <

District of Colum- j
bia has soon beco m e convinced j
that it is no easy i

undertaking, and
that success is
attained only
through constant j
effort. There are

to many factors militating against sue-

esss, unfavorable climatic conditions, j
poor soil and prevalence of weeds, that
nany are discouraged before they have
fairly begun. Our climatic and soil '

;ondlt!ons are such that even Kentucky
dluegrass, an exceedingly valuable lawn
?rass in many parts of this country,
falls far short of its best development,
while the flne-leaved fescues, which are '

'anexcelled for the texture of their turf, ,
ran be used only in the most favorable
iltuations. 1
The conditions hefe are such that we '

nave come to regard a lawn as perfect
when it consists of a close sod of grass,
well kept and of good color. These qualities,it Is true, are highly desirable, but.
In addition, there must be a tineness of
texture, which, in the last analysis, representsthe acme of success in lawn
making. j
While It is possible to attribute all or i

our failures to our unfavorable conditions.it will probably be found upon
investigation that our poor lawns are
due. for live most part, either to lack of
effort or a lack of effort properly directed.There ate a sufficient number of reallyline lawns in this city to convince even
i ii»- most skeotical that a eood lawn is
not an impossibility.
There Is no royal road to success In

lawn making, but there are a few simple
practices applicable to our conditions that
if followed will vastly improve the appearanceof the lawns of Washington.

* *

One of the fundamental difficulties in
onnection with the maintenance of lawns

in this section lies in the management of
the soil. It Is too frequently the case that
iay from the bottom of excavations is
used to form the top soil for the lawn. A
worse beginning than this could not be
made. The original top soil at best is
poor enough, but when the soil from the

> excavations is used it is unreasonably to
expect grass to succeed on it. The first
step then in making a lawn is to secure a
fertile, well drained soil.
A reasonably fertile soil can be obtained by

adding a heavy dressing of well rottedbarnyardmanure compost to the original top
« MM And working it in thoroughly. How-
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obverse .side or"
wn« in TTanintnn rnnf1<j on rniite from the pi

southern drill ground when fire broke out w
In a room directly beneath a magazine in w
which powerful explosives were stored. c<
The commander-in-chief of the fleet was T
Immediately signaled for aid. The North tl
Dakota was ordered to leave the fleet
formation, and the U. S. S. New Hamp- pj
shire was sent nearer to assist if it be- b;
came possible to do so. a
No help was necessary, but in order si

to save the ship and crew the room in tl
which the fire was raging had to be pi
flooded, drowning three men. This list li
of deaths would have been considerably tc
larger had it not been for the six sailors ec
named above, who worked valiantly amid
the explosives to prevent complete disaster.Several of them were injured more
or less severely. A pitiful note underlies
this disaster, as It has been, and probably n

always will be, impossible to determine tl
whether or not the three men in the fire- Bj
room were killed or knowingly gave their
lives that their comrades might escape.

"

Whatever may have been the case, while "

the government was unable to give them ti
medals, at least they have gone down to c<
history as heroes. D]

* a
* * i.

The medals these men will receive mark n
the highest award which can be won by 01
a sailor in time of peace. It Is the w

medal of honor. And each medal is ac- Jjj
companled by a gift of $100. If possi- j(
ble, all six men will be called to Wash- a

Ington and the presentation made by the ol
President of the United States before
the entire cabinet. cl
The soldiers who recently won medals 111

enacted their little drama in Alaska. m

Stationed in Minto. a little telegraph sta- P<
tion fifty miles from Fairbanks, with the *c
thermometer forty-eight degrees below
zero, were Chester T. Spencer. Frederick «

Todd and Bert Anderson. For the point n<

sf the story it must be emphasized that P]
the regulations do not require a soldier ai
to leave shelter when the thermometer tl
is under forty degrees below zero. One CI

lay a Canadian trapper staggered into hl
their shack almost exhausted. He had &

'alien through the ice into a stream. In
Alaska to get wet in the open is in hi
tself sufficient to bring death, but the K
Tapper bravely fought until he had ex- *r
rlcated himself and then built a small d<
ire In a vain endeavor to get dry. As b<
ioon as he could walk he started out, tfc
staggering toward the telegraph office at cc
Sdinto, eight miles away.
The soldiers discovered that both his le
egs were frozen stiff, and that he had rt
been "walking on stilts," as they ex- tt
jreseed it, through the deep snow in H
jrder to keep himself upright. The doc- m
tor at Fairbanks was hurriedly telephon- ki
Hi. He Instructed them to keep the tl
trapper's legs in ice water and to rub w
them vigorously without cessation. For re
the next three days the man was treated ol
sonstantly. Taking six-hour Bhifts, the si
soldiers followed the doctor's orders to m
the letter and were Anally rewarded by
the return of a small circulation of blood, to
rhen they put him on a dog sled and V*

alish and M
. Oakley, United States Department ol

ver, before this is done air-slaked lime if
ir pulverized limestone should be applied gi
liberally, since lime not only Improves
the mechanical condition of the soil, but
llso sweetens it. and greatly induces the
?rowtn or iventucxy Diuegrass ana giuer
lawn grasses. "c
After the lime and fertilizers are well fi

incorporated the soil should be allowed ie
to settle thoroughly before the seed is tj.
sown. Rolling is frequently valuable In .

bringing about a thorough packing of the ,a

Bubsurface, but this must be done with c<
care. Too much attention cannot be tr
given to the preparation of the seedbed, ja
for upon this largely depends the future
of the lawn.
When a new lawn is started the seedIngshould be done in the autumn, usually P<

In September. In this connection the p<
choice of seed is an extremely important w
matter, and a few suggestions along this w
line may be of some value. There is but 0j
a limited list of grasses to choose from
for our conditions, and there are no highly n
desirable lawn grasses that can be said ^
to be fully suited to the soil and climate »

of this secfion. Kentucky bluegrass alone
is extremely difficult to maintain in a w
turf, and therefore it is necessary to mix jj
other grasses with it. The best for this tc
purpose are the bent grasses, of which s<
our common redtop is a representative. ja

* in
** ol

Experience gained from careful tests in

and observation has indicated pretty deflnitelythat the following mixture is in u
general the most satisfactory for all con- sc

dlttons in the District of Columbia: m
b<

Kentucky blue grass 10 pounds f
iteclesned redtop 3 pounds J®
IVhlte cloTer 1 pound "

Where it is possible to secure pure seed g,
of creeping bent grass or Rhode Island c<
bent grass it may be substituted for ft
redtop, using six pounds instead of three.
They are both fine-leaved form and more 18

desirable than redtop, but the seed of q,
both is expensive and the purchaser has
no assurance that he is getting the true p)
variety in either case when ordering jn
them. Therefore, for ordinary use, red- j.
top is advised. If white clover is not
desired, it may, of course, be omitted. ta
However, In general it may be considered w
a valuable addition to the mixture. It £
is always advisable to buy each
item of the mixture separately, for in s<
this way not only a better quality of
seed is usually secured, but the purchaser
is given the opportunity of mixiug them
in the desired proportions.
For starting a new lawn excellent resultsmay be obtained by adding a small is

quantity of Italian rye grass to the p<
above mfceture, not more than two or ei
three pounds to the proportion given. .

The rye grass comes on quickly ard 10

protects the liner, slow-growing grasses tt
until they are well established, and then, tt
being an annual or biannual, it disap- fs
pears. It Is to be much preferred to rye, f
winter oats or other nurse crops that are
commonly used. For a lawn containing b*
one thousand square feet, two to three hi
pounds of mixed seed is an ample quan- tt
tlty. The seed should be sown very is
evenly, and covered lightly with a weeder s<

bit caution also applies in a measure ,

> fall seeding, although there is not .
'

> much danger of damage in the case
r the latter. f"

m lOV
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antThe manager* «nt of the lawn after it me
once established Is an extremely lm- set

>rtant matter, and there are a few gen- T
al practices that should be closely folwed.Beginning In the early spring,
te first step is to remove with a rake bei
te top dressing that has been applied the cui
ill before. This should be done careilly,so as to injure the sod as little as
Msslble. Even though the top-dressing me
us been rioh in fertilising elements or cla
te soil is already reasonably fertile, it giv
usually advisable to apply nitrate of 1

>da at the rate ot about five pounds for in

irried him to Fairbanks, where his life
a3 saved. The trip was made when it
'as fifty-eight degrees below zero.so
fid that several of the dogs were frozen,
he man's recovery was marred only by
ic loss of one foot.
Each of the soldiers will receive a

wchment "certificate of merit," signed
y the President and Secretary of War.
bronze medal and S2 a month additional
ilary. This certificate and medal is
le only award the War Department
roper makes, with the exception of the
fe-savtng medal, which belongs really
» both arms of the service and is award1by the Secretary of the Treasury.

IS
a a

The army "certificate of merit" list
umbers scarcely more than 200, alioughthey ,have been issued a coniderablenumber of years. The navy
tedals of honor have been presented
> less than 175 sailors for bravery In
[me of peace, while only 46 have reslvedlife-saving medals, 40 of them
t silver and 6 of gold. The list In the
rmy Is still smaller. The Navy Deartmentalso makes ane other recog-»
ition of valor in her ranks. "Letters
f commendation" are sent to sailors 4
ho perform heroic deeds in time of
ar or of peace. Their total, however,
far greater than that of the medals, ,

>r as many as three a week are now
warded, and have been for a number
r years.
December 13 last William E. Snyder,
filef electrician of the U. S. S. Bir- t
ilngham, was presented with a bronze '

ledal of honor by President Taft in
^ a a * . *

arson, snyaer was oraerea 10 report |
the bureau of navigation at Washigton,whence he was escorted to the

Fhlte House by a commander of the
ivy in full uniform. There, In the
resence of the Secretary of the Navy ^U<J
id the entire cabinet, the presentaonwas made and |100 placed to his t*le
edit on the books of the Blrmlng- als
im. He had earned the honor nearly ver

year previous, when he rescued a am

:aman on the same vessel, G. H. Kep- vei

trt, from drowning in Hampton roads. a®

ephart was painting the ship's side ent
om a staging forward, when he sud- no

mly lost his balance and fell over- ta
>ard. The tide was running strong. Ply
ie sea heavy and cold, and Kephart *h
>uld not swim. mo

Snyder at the time was in the wire- me

ss cabin. He heard the cry for help, aul
ished out and Jumped overboard from eta
te forecastle with all his clothes on. T
is struggle to reach the drowning pai
an was terrible and his efforts to ore
eep him afloat were heroic. Twice of
ley sank beneath the surface of the ing
ater. But finally Snyder managed to sai
sach a steam launch floating astern me
C the big ship, and held on until as- sig
stance arrived. This was his second brs
edal for life-saving. the
Where there is more than one award 1
be given for heroic service in time of mc

'ace the line must necessarily be sharp- ag

aintain a hi
f

! Agriculture, Lawn Specialist on the

the lawn is larger or with the ordinary an
arden rake if the lawn is small. gri

a 1
* * sm

. .. SDI
xne inove are oniy a xew suggestions opJ
>r starting a lawn. As a matter of tra
ict. the most Important practical prob- its
m In this city Is not the starting', but 8o1
le Improvement and maintenance of ^
.wns already in existence, for there are wii
>mparatlvely few who will go to the ap]
ouble and expense of breaking up the
wn that they already have and begin-
ing again, even If this course should W(T
Ive the best ultimate results. It is im- >
ossible to materially improve a large
sreentage of the lawns of Washington
lthout a complete overhauling, and thehen this is the case It is only a waste po)' time and money to make the attempt. aD]Improvement can be brought about by <jr<(seeding, fertilizing and proper man- boigement, all three being usually neces- Qftry for success. In case the areas to A
3 improved are small, they can be hand ^eIorked and reseeded with little difficulty. Pr£' they are large, it is usually advisable fn
> spade them up, work thoroughly, and 4,^>ed as in the case of starting a new fee
,wn. Reseeding should be done early ajj,
1 the spring, using a liberal quantity
i the mixture before described, omitting Rju
l most cases the Italian rye grass. an(When the stand of grass is thin over
te entire lawn, or a greater portion of
, a special seeder that cuts Into the old
>d can be used very satisfactorily. By I'
leans of this implement the seed can is
i put into the ground in good condition , jt
>r germination, and can be evenly dis- ,

ibuted. If the seeder is not procurable
te seed may be sown by hand when the nec
lrface of the ground is in a honey- W1
imbed condition. This condition exists f0]
>r a considerable period during the
irly spring, and should be taken advanigeof if seeding is to be done. *

After seeding a light rolling la fre- f .

nently beneficial, not only to the seed- ?'
ig, but also to the grass that Is already J,!,,resent On the other hand, heavy roll- vf.
ig, if the ground is wet, is likely to be tJurious. When mowing and watering
jring the early spring, care should be
iken not to disturb the new seedings "

nv mnr* than la ah«nlnt#lv nococaoev

i§l
t

1
drawn to Insure the distinction. Letsare sent to sailors who show cool
Igment, quick action, etc., but Uncle
m does not go to the length of giving
:m medals. Even the life-saving medaredivided into two classes, the sil
and the gold, for lives can be rescued

id several degrees of danger. The sil
medal Is awarded to a brave man

well as the gold, and with the presationof the former there is implied
slur on his courage or unwillingness
give up his life for another. It simsignlflesthat the conditions under
Ich he made his rescue were not the
st dangerous possible. To win a gold
dal the danger must be, as the act
thorlzing the award of the medals
tes, "extraordinary."
'he medal of honor of the Navy De

tmentis generally awarded for val>usservice either in action or in time
peace, it, too, being given for rescu;persons from drowning. The life;Jngmedals are identical, and the
dal of honor, though different in deq,is awarded for practically the same
Lvery, and, like the other, presented by
t President.
n Long Island sound, in the early
irnlng. Just before dawn, a few years
o, a thick fog had settled over the

iwn in W.
' a

Garden Council of the People's Gi

area of 1,000 square feet when the
iss first starts growing.
'his fertilizer can best be applied on a
all lawn in a solution by means of a

inkling pot, since this method not
y insures even distribution of the nl,te,but also precludes any danger of
scalding the grass. The nitrate disvesvery readily, and in case a small

intlty of water is used for the solunit is advisable to sprinkle the grass
:h water alone after the fertilizer is
slied. If the area is too large for the
>ve method to be practicable, the ferzershould be pulverized and broaditedevenly over the lawn, and then
t down with the hose,
titrate of soda Is a quick-acting fertijr,and is especially valuable for glvthegrass a vigorous start, thereby
ibling It to get ahead of the weeds In
> spring. Bone meal, dried blood and
:ash are also valuable and may be
plied annually in the spring as top>ssings,at the rate of eight pounds of
le meal or dried blood and two pounds
potash for every 1,000 square feet.
s previously" stated, lime has a very
leflcial effect on the growth of the
lss and can best be applied to the lawn
the form of pulverized limestone, a

ssing of 100 pounds for 1,000 square
t every second or third year being usuysufficient. It can be applied during
> last part of fall or winter without the
thtest danger of damage to the grass,
i its use is strongly urged.

w
* *

n many cases the mowing of the lawn
anything but a systematic practice,
is done at very irregular intervals, or

many cases only when it Is absolutely
essary for the sake of appearance,
lile there is no hard and fast rule to
low in this regard, the best results are

lally secured from clipping about once
reek. Twice a week is sometimes necarywhen the grass is growing rapidToofrequent clipping, however, is a

iln on the vitality of the grass and is
sly to result in permanent injury,
here is some difference of opinion as
whether the clipping should be revedafter mowing. In general this
"'1^ /Inna pcnppia llvr dlirinc wpf

ather, since the clippings, If left on the
.'n, are likely to mold under such cononsand materially Injure the grass,
wever, on new seedings, where the
:ss is thin, they can frequently be airedto remain with benetit. The new
ding should not be clipped too closely,
1 during the hot weather of midsumrand early fall the mower should be
high for old and new grass alike,
he roller is an implement that is very
luable in connection with the mainteaceof the lawn, but It must be used
:h discretion. New grass is frequently
leflted by a light rolling after the first
:ting. Old sod should be rolled in the
ing to firm the surface that has been
sened by' freezing and thawing, and
quently after clipping during the sumr.On account of the character of our
y soil a heavy rolling should not be
en when the ground is very wet.
'here are probably more mistakes made
connection with th« watering of the

|^IBr^i&jfo > >jjKHBpBBH|B8P|EB^BB8^^^^^^^^
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water making1 traffic perilous and slow.
A steamer, the Tennessee, collided with
the schooner Myronus, and the captain of
the latter craft was thrown overboard by
the impact of the two vessels. On board
the Tennessee was Michael F. Crosson,
one of Uncle Sam's bluejackets. Withouta moment's hesitation he dived from
the upper deck. Swimming to the helplesscaptain, who was unable to swim, he
supported him until a boat came to their
aid. Crosson received a silver medal.
In Panama another drama resulted In

the presentation of a gold medal. This
happened in March, 1909, and has to do,
strangely enough, with another Tennessee,this time the U. 8. 8. Tennessee. The
ship was steaming out of Panama bay at
the rate of more than ten miles an hour,
when a man fell overboard. Immediately
a seaman on the same boat, Thomas G.
Shanahan, plunged to his rescue. To the
landsman this may sound simple enough
for a man accustomed to the sea. But
with the boat going ahead rapidly it was
no slight matter for a man to risk his
life in such fashion. Shanahan reached
the drowning man and supported him for
ten long, tortuous minutes, until the boat
could swing around and pick them up.
One of the last rescues which occurred

in 1910, and resulted in the presentation

ashington 1
irdeni. i§

lawn than in any other phase of its
management. The practice of sprinkling
as it is almost universally followed, is
fundamentally wrong; not that the
sprinkling does not furnish enough water
to the grass during the season, but that
It does not furnish it in properly distributedquantities. Sprinkling for a
short period may appear to wei me sou

thoroughly, but In reality the moisture
does not penetrate much below the surface.This encourages the formation of
surface roots and makes the grass less
reslstent to the severe conditions of
weather and usage. It Is safe to say
that the lawn needs watering not more
than two or three times a week if It Is
done in the right manner, even during
the extremely hot and dry periods.
A thorough soaking is what is necessaryand should be given in the late

afternoon or early morning: The ordinaryrevolving spray is quite satisfactory
for this purpose, but the amount of water
applied by it is usually much less than
appears. In any event, the point to be
borne in mind is that the ground should*
be thoroughly saturated to a depth of
three or more inches.
The most critical season for the lawn

is midsummer and early fall. It is then
that the grass is in what may be called a
semi-dormant condition, and is seriously
affdbted by the heat and unfavorable
weather. At this time, the incursions of
weeds are very prominent, - and many
lawns at the end of the season are composedlargely of crab grass and other
annuals.
Crab grass is probably the worst

enemy of the lawn in this section, and
the only really satisfactory method of
cnecKing it is to oegm wnen it nrst appearsand cut or pull the plants before
they have formed large mats. This is a
tedious process, but where a good lawn
is involved it is to be recommended.
There fire also other treatments that

give a measure of relief. Ground limestoneapplied In the winter or early
spring is effective to some extent on accountof its influence on the growth of
the lawn grasses, being greater than on
the growth of the crab grass and other
weeds. The same is true of nitrate of
soda applied in midsummer in the manneras previously described. It has in
many Instances proven very valuable,
Indeed, when used at this time.

* .

* *
Much difficulty Is experienced in cuttingcrab grass with the ordinary mower

on account of its semi-prostrate character.This difficulty can be somewhat
obviated if a rake is used in conjunction
with a mower. By means of the rake the
branches of the grass may be lifted so

that they can be clipped at the same
time that the grass is cut. It Is practicallyImpossible, however, to cut crab
grass sufficiently close to prevent the
formation of seed.
Bermuda grass, which in many respectsresembles orab grass, is also very

troublesome, and when it is present in
large areas a complete breaking up of
the lawn is necessary in order to eradi«

Jlfa£.A^ME |
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of a medal the same year, was made by 1

William E. Lester, a private in the '

United States Marine Corps. A rowboat '

containing four marines was overtaken
by rough weather in the Potomac river
and capsized. One of the men disap-
peared, but Lester, who was In the party,
seeing an oar projecting from the water
swam "to it and found the man submerged.He brought him to the surface and
back to the boat, to which the entire
party endeavored to cling. Repeated effortsto hall a passing schooner failed,
and likewise all attempts to push the
boat to shore by swimming. At the end
of hajf an hour the men were exhausted
and the boat showed signs of sinking.
Lester finally ofTered to give up his place i
and attempt to swim to shore for aid. f
For an hour and a half he battled with
the rough water, the strong current and
the cold. When he reached land.a mile
distant.a rescue boat was just being
launched, the party having been sighted.
Lester was awarded a silver medal.
Another case which resulted In an

award in the same year was one In
which both B. E. Kirwan and Peter
Foy received silver medals. The boys ,
were canoeing on the Potomac river
when the canoe capsized In an arm of ;
the river near the marine barracks at i

cate it. Even when this Is done, care 1
must be taken to remove all the roots or 1
the grass will again gain a foothold and i
soon be as troublesome as before. BermudaIs a very good lawn grass In the
south, but In the District of Columbia It
can be considered only as a weed In
lawns. I
There are many other weeds besides ]

the two Just mentioned that are a source ,
of constant trouble in the lawn, not only
In the spring, but also In the summer '

and autumn. Among the most Important
are dandelion, plantain, chlckweed, ox- 1

eye daisy and yarrow. While it Is quite 1

possible to eradicate these by the use (
of chemical compounds, the most prac-
tlcable method In the case of those hav- ]
lng long tap roots Is to cut them off well,
below the surface with a spud or simi- <

lar instrument, and to cut or pull the !
shallow-rooted species. The pulling of i
such weeds as dandelions and the plan- »

Queer Insect Disc
IN this day, when war is being waged t

against germs and bugs, It Is rather *

odd to find one bug which Is not t
only harmless, but necessary to one of £

the foods which we eat. Perhaps It is
^

but another Instance when the excep- ]
tlon proves the rule, but certain It Is J
that without the energetic work done j
by the Blastophaga grossorum, the i

Latin name, the figs which we enjoy 1

so much would be unpalatable. Aa ex- j
aggerated as the statement may ap- t

pear. It is yet true, as It Is this little f

Insect which Increases the number of 1

seeds in the figs, and It is these seeds j
which give the peculiar flavor. t

It is also true tliat until the importance 1
of the insects was realized by grow- *

ers the fig Industry in the United ^
States was far from being successful.
Fig trees were first brought to this i:

country by the old French and Spanish 1

settlers, and were consequently found
In the southern and western states, 0
but It la especially In California that f
the greatest effort has been made to £
produce a marketable fig. Although t
the first fig trees were planted in Call- t
fornia as early as 1710 by the Spanish v

padres, no attempts were made to dry *

the fruit until much later. p
* o

* * f
After some %years of futile endeavor

in this direction it was gradually realisedthat the varieties then growing:
there were not comparable with the
Smyrna fig, which is the standard fig o
of commerce. Consequently in 1880 0
and 1882 Gulian P. Rixford of San tl
Francisco imported into California tl
about 14,000 cuttings of the supposedly tl
best varieties of Smyrna fig trees.. These e:
were secured by the aid of E. F. n

Smithers, then the United States consul c<
at Smyrna, and A. fiida, an American a
merchant there, and it was thought that b
the results would be gratifying. They tl
proved otherwise, however, and it was b
found that the fruit invariably dropped tl
off the trees when about the size of a n

marble. Many and varied were the ex- tl
planatlons offered, and the matter was
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One of the hoys clung to
the canoe, while the other set out to
swim ashore. But he soon showed
signs of exhaustion. Toy and Ktrwan.
seeing the situation. immediately
stripped and plunged into the cold water.When the swimmer was reached
he was so exhausted that he became
frightened and grappled with botli
men. He succeeded in dragging Kirwan
down, but Foy managed to bring both
to the surface again, when the boy
lost consciousness. Between the two
r»f them thev Ainntppd to sustain him
until assistance arrived.
Klzar A. Hart and William J Kunw,

hoth corporals In the army, won certificatesof merit for services performedduring: a terrific hurricane at
Key West, Fla., in the early part of
1910. They voluntarily boarded a JunctionBox launch during- the hurricane,
and remained on board after the boathousewith all Its approaches had been
carried away. By daring and skillful
handling the launch was eventually
-un into a safe mooring and saved from
lestructlon.

* *
Mike Sonnis, another corporal, by

displaying unusual coolness also won
for himself a certificate of merit at
Fort George Wright, Washington,
when he disarmed a man intent upon
murder. With great presence of mind
Sonnis, armed only with his lance,
rushed at the would-be murderer, who,
armed with a revolver, was attacking
another soldier. Sonnis rushed in and
deflected the revolver Just before It
was flred, thereby saving the life of
the man toward whom It had been
aimed.
A somewhat similar deed brought

Warren E. Dewey, a sergeant, a certificateof merit. While stationed at
Fort Ethan Allen, Vermont, he recaptureda deserting sentry and the two
convicts under his charge. The captureoccurred near the fort. Dewey
was armed with a revolver only, and
the sentry had a rifle and ball cartridges.Not only did he make the capturewithout assistance, but showed
Exceptional courage and discretion In
doing so.
Thomas Oavanaugh. first-class fireman.

a few years ago won a medal of honor
from the Navy Department by performinga unique feat of daring while servingon board the U. S. S. Potomac. The
flreroom of the vessel became filled with
Bteam and the forward boiler was disabled.The only remedy lay In opening
the auxiliary valve In the steam-filled
room. This Cavanaugh volunteered to
do. Time after time he ventured Into
the deadly steam, enveloped from head
to foot In wet blankets and towels.
Finally, almost exhausted, he succeeded,
n * A *b/\VAKir tlia i'accoI fr/vm fur
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therdanger. Alexander Jardlne also took
an active part in the efforts to open the
auxiliary valve and was similarly rewarded.
James Ward, a seaman in the revenue

cutter service, while serving: on the cutterMohawk, rescued a comrade under
difficult conditions and was awarded a
silver medal. While the Mohawk was
lying off Tompkinsvllle, N. Y.. a coxswainfell overboard and was carried
seaward by the strong ebb tide. A launch
from the vessel and a dingy were sent
to his rescue. As the launch neared

tains frequently induces new growth, as
the plants are often only broken off at
the surface of the ground.

*
a *

At the end of the season and before
the severe weather of winter arrives the
lawn should be given a good top-dressing
sf barnyard manure. This should be appliedpreferably during the month of December,and no manure should be used
that Is not thoroughly rotted. Otherwise.a quantity of weed seeds is likely
to be introduced, and the dressing would
likely prove more harmful than beneficial.
The top-dressing Is necessary for a successfullawn, and should not be omitted,
it not only adds fertility to the soil, but
gives the grass the necessary protection
luring the severe cold weather of winter

overed Which Is ]
riven considerable newspaper publicity.
)ne of the reasons for the failure which
vas given was that Smyrna fig growers,
earing competition in this country, had
:ent worthless varieties.
In order to prove this theory EL W.

Ifaslin of California, In 1885, planted
Smyrna seeds which were taken from the
>est figs imported to a large grocery firm
n this country. These seeds sprouted,
uid in four years' time the trees were
arge and flourishing. In 1886 F. Roedng,a banker of San Francisco and proirietorof a large nursery at Fresno,
lent his foreman, W. C. West, to Smyrna
or the purpose of investigating the fig
ndustry on the spot. Mr. West remained
here four months and secured several
housand Smyrna fig cuttings, as well as

settings of wild figs. He was watched
iv the nonnU cnnsrantlv and refused tile
>ale of cuttings, being able to secure
hose he did only through a foreign reslient,not suspected of any intention to
xport. These cuttings reached Fresno
n good condition and were planted in
888.
It was at this time that the most lmlortantpoint in the domestic production

>f the fig was reached. In the cuttings
rom Smyrna were some of the wild or
aprifig, and it is in this tree that the
ittle Insect is found. It waa not until
his time that it was recognized that the
imyrna fig owed Its popularity to its fla-'
or, and that this was secured by the ferilizationof the flowers of the Smyrna
ig with the pollen derived from the caTiflgs,which resulted In the abundance
f ripe seeds, and this mission was perormodby the little insects.

*
*

For ages it has been known that in
riental regions it has been the custom
f the natives to break off the fruit of
ne caprlflg and tie it to the limbs of
tie edible flg trees. From the eapriflgs
lus brought to th6 other fig trees there
merges a minute Insect which, covered
ith pollen, crawls Into the flower reeptaclesof the edible fig, fertilizes them
nd thus produces a crop of seeds and
rings about the subsequent ripening of
lie fruit. By careful investigation it has
een shown that the different varieties of
tie caprlflg are the only ones containing
lale organs, while the Smyrna flg varleiesare exclusively female.
In order to be certain that the proper
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^EVEESE^IPB-hima rescue was attempted, but It bad
too much headway and ao ran past htm
Seeing that the man was almost at the
point of sinking. Ward Jumped from the
launch and swam to him, keeping him
afloat until the dingy arrived and hauled
them aboard.

m
* *

There la considerable difference in tbe
design of the medals awarded by the departmentsfor deeds of valor. The gold
life-saving medal costs SX' and is Hung
from a red ribbon. The silver one costs
hut $id and is hung on light blue ribbon
Both are rourui and attached to an elab
orately cut bar showing an eagle's head
surrounded by a laurel wreath. The
medal is pendent from its bill.
The gold medals show on the obverse

side a life-saving crew at wora in an

open sea. and around it are the words:
"United States of America. Act of Congress.June 2d. 1K74." On the reverse side
is engraved a small monument, by the
side of which leans a woman -with a

wreath. Above the monument is an

eagle, and to one side is an anchor and
flag. Encircling the whole are the words
"In testimony of heroic deeds in saving
life from the perils of the sea." On the
small monument is engraved the name of
the* recipient.
The silver tned&I depicts on its nhvere*

side a woman in flowing garments floatingon the surface of the water and aidinga drowning man. The inscriptions
on both sides are similar to those on the
gold medal. On the reverse side a laurel
wreath incloses a vacant space intended
for the name of the recipient.
The medal of honor of the Navy Departmentis of bronze, and is suspended

from red. white and blue ribbon by an
anchor. The ribbon is crossed by two
bars, one bearing a star. The medal
is in tie shape of a star, in the center
of which are two emblematic figures surroundedby stars. The reverse aide Is
left blank for the name of the recipientThemedal of honor of the War Department,also bronze. Is round. This,
too, hangs from red white and blue ribbon.In the cent»r is an eagle with
spread wir.gs. and encircling it appears
the inscription, "Virtutls et audaelae
MAMiiMnntum a + rvrflAmlrltVI " Hn tKa
luuuuiiiriiiuiii vi actiui uu.n»»

reverse sid" Is Inscribed "For merit," insideof a laurel wreath, and around that
"U. 8. Army ' and stars.
These medal* are to be worn only whan

the sailor or soldier is Jn full-dresa uniform.Accompanying: each medal Is a
piece of ribbon to be worn every day.
With the army medal it is a bar of
red, white and blue ribbon, and with
the navy medal a tiny trl-colored knot
to be fastened to the blouse.

Ii> the volume which contains the names
of the boys In blue who have received
medals of honor from the Navy DepattmentIs written:
"This record of the enlisted men who

have shed luster upon the service by upholdingthe honor of the flag In storm
and battle, l>y their devotion to the
country and to each ether, and by their
unselfishness in risking their own lives
to sacs others, is especially commended
to the rising generation of American
seamen, that they m*> emulate the deeds
of their heroic predecessors and maintainthat high standard of gallantry
which has always characterized the personnelof the United States naval service."

and the freezing and thawing of early
spring.
There are always a great many inquiriesregarding grasses for shady

lawns. This problem has never been satisfactorilysolved, since a good lawn
grass that will grow well In the shade
has yet to be found for this country
Kentucky bluegrass and the bent grasses
are not shade-loving grasses, but they
can be made to thrive much better than
Is commonly the case If given proper
treatment. By thorough watering and a
rational use of the fertilisers previously
discussed the evil effects of the shade
can In many cases be largely overcome

It Is quite impossible to touch on all
the points pertaining to lawn making
and maintenance in a short discussion of
this kind. However, it Is hoped that the
few suggestions given here will prove of
some assistance to those having an interestIn the betterment of their lawns.

Necessary to Figs
varieties of caprlflgs and Smyrna figs
had been imported, George C. Roedlng in
1890 attempted to secure the desired resultsby means of artificial fertilization.
In this way he produced four Smyrna figs,
while in the following year he obtained
1150 fruits, by the use of a more advanceddevice. As a result of his experimentsMr. Roeding planted twenty
acres in 1802. In the meantime Dr. GustavRisen had been experimenting along
the same lines. Alive from the first to
the Importance of these experiments, the
Department of Agriculture now undertookto lend assistance to the work
Consequently a consultation was held and
Turkish caprlflg cuttings were obtained
and distributed in the winter of 1889-90.
Comparatively few of these cuttings resultedsuccessfully, however.

* J
* *

It was in 1891 that the first Insects were
imported into this country. This was
done by private enterprise, and failed.
Vp to this time the department had made
no attempt to import the insects, but In
1897 the Secretary of Agriculture authorizedDr. L. O. Howard, entomologist of
the department, te take charge of the
work and attempt the importation of
these insects. In the spring of 1898 a
number of caprlflgs containing the insectswere sent here, and were in turn
shipped to California. The Insects were
liberated In an Inclosed tent in which
there was a caprlflg. Then a year
elapsed without result.
Other Importations of caprlflg* were

sent to California by the department, and
finally. In 1890, six boxes were received
here and forwarded. The contents of
these boxes were opened and the Insects
allowed to emerge In the inclosed space.
Success, however, was not expected, after
so many failures. But the result proved
successful, and from that time on the
production of domestic figs in this countryhas been possible.
But even though the aeeret ef the

Smyrna fig has been dlsoovered. this
country does not produce all her owi

figs, by any manner of means. About
2,000,000 tons are imported Into this countryannually at a cost of approximately
three-quarters of a million dollars, while
we produce hardly more than 200 tons


